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I. Foreword
A. Adjudicated events have long been a part of the school music program.  For years, music 

teachers have used these events to evaluate the musical proficiency of their students. 
OMEA adjudicated events provide opportunities for music teachers who are OMEA 
members to better assess the musicianship of their students, their own teaching practices 
and the well-being of their overall music program. 

B. The new teacher must gain an understanding of these events, if he/she is to be successful 
in using them to their full potential. It is important to understand the dynamics of these 
events, in order to maximize the learning potential that they possess. 

C. The purpose of this handbook is to aid new music teachers in their understanding of 
OMEA Adjudicated events, alert them to the many important resources that are available, 
and help them avoid the pitfalls that can occur, so that they may better prepare their 
students for a successful and rewarding musical experience.



II. General Information

A. Philosophy of Adjudicated Events
Music programs exist in our schools so students may better react to, participate in and 
enjoy music for the rest of their lives.  The Ohio Music Education Association (OMEA) 
exists to further the cause and implementation of music education in the schools of Ohio.  
Furthermore, OMEA provides adjudicated events to assist music educators who are 
members of the organization in the evaluation of the musicianship of their students, the 
effectiveness of their own teaching methods and the well-being of their overall music 
program. 
These events are designed to provide a sound educational environment, which serves as a 
source of intrinsic motivation for students to continue musical endeavors.  “Increased 
proficiency increases enjoyment, and competence begets respect for competence.” 1  
Highly qualified adjudicators are appointed by the Adjudicated Events Committee from 
the membership of OMEA based on their own experience and success as a music 
educator.  These adjudicators provide assessment, suggestions for improvement, and 
evaluation based on a standard of performance proficiency and achievement that is 
consistent with professional expectations of quality musicianship. 
The decision to participate in adjudicated events is not one to be taken lightly.  Teachers 
must decide which events will be of value to their students.  They must carefully set 
priorities to emphasize student learning and achievement and communicate these 
priorities to students and parents.  Finally, teachers must be prepared to accept the results 
of the event, and use them positively to reinforce the goals of quality musicianship and 
student achievement. 

 

1 Music in the Senior High School, prepared by the MENC Music in America Life Commission on 
Music in the Senior High School, 1959.



B. OMEA Ratings

1. The Five-Rating Plan
The Ohio Five Rating Plan will be used for all adjudicated events.  
The decision of the adjudicators is final.

Rating I: An outstanding performance with very few technical errors and 
exemplifying a truly musical expression.  This rating should be reserved for the 
truly outstanding performance.

Rating II: An unusual performance in many respects, but not worthy of the highest 
rating due to minor defects in performance, ineffective interpretation, or improper 
instrumentation.

Rating III: An acceptable performance, but not outstanding, showing 
accomplishment and marked promise, but lacking in one or more essential 
qualities.

Rating IV:  A poor performance showing many technical errors, poor musical 
conception, lack of interpretation, incomplete instrumentation, or lacking in any 
of the other essential qualities.

Rating V: A very poor performance indicating deficiencies in most of the essential 
factors, and indicating that much careful attention should be given to the 
fundamentals of good performance.  This rating should be used sparingly and 
only when it is possible to cite major flaws.

2. Festival Performance

A director who wants to participate but wishes no rating may choose festival 
performance during the registration process or at any time prior to the beginning 
of the performance.  In this classification, participants will receive comments only 
from the adjudicator(s).

This is not to be confused with “Comments Only” which is the term given for 
rules infractions as specified in the “Rules and Regulations for OMEA 
Adjudicated Music Festivals, 15th Edition.”



C. Membership
OMEA adjudicated events are designed and implemented to serve the 
membership of OMEA and by extension, the students of members.  Therefore, 
membership in the National Association for Music Education (NAfME) and its 
state affiliate (OMEA) is a fundamental requirement of participation.  
Membership can be obtained by contacting NAfME at http://musiced.nafme.org/
join/

D. OMEA Website, http://www.omea-ohio.org

1. Member Portal 
The member portal is the primary resource for all adjudicated events.  Once 
logged in, members may edit their personal information, select building 
affiliations, check calendars, deadlines and contact information, and register for 
events. Member Portal:http://portal.omea-ohio.org

2. Admin Portal 
The admin portal is used by OMEA officers, committee members, events chairs, 
and adjudicators to perform administrative tasks, download event information, 
and accept adjudication assignments. Admin portal: http://admin.omea-ohio.org

3. Parent/Student Area 
This is a public area of the website where parents and students can get 
information about All-State auditions, the OMEA calendar, requirements for solos 
& ensembles, and past results of adjudicated events.  

All questions from parents regarding adjudicated events should be channeled 
through the participating director (OMEA member) to the appropriate Adjudicated 
Events Committee Member.  Furthermore, it is the local director’s responsibility 
to communicate all rules and expectations to parents and students.  Parent/student 
area:
http://www.omea-ohio.org/student/index.html

E. Rules and Regulations for OMEA Adjudicated Events
It is the responsibility of the participating director to know all rules and 
regulations pertaining to OMEA Adjudicated Events and effectively communicate 
these rules to all stake-holders including parents, students, volunteers and 
administrators. 

The OMEA Rulebook can be found in the member portal of the OMEA Website.  
All communication regarding OMEA rules must be channeled through the 
participating director.

http://musiced.nafme.org/join/
http://musiced.nafme.org/join/
http://musiced.nafme.org/join/
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http://www.omea-ohio.org/student/index.html
http://www.omea-ohio.org/student/index.html
http://www.omea-ohio.org/portal/index.html
http://www.omea-ohio.org/portal/index.html


F. The Adjudicated Events Committee
The Adjudicated Events Committee is the primary governing body of all OMEA 
Adjudicated Events.  Members are appointed by the current Adjudicated Events 
Chair based on their experience, expertise and leadership skills. Members serve in 
positions for which they are qualified on a two-year rotation. A list of AE 
positions and current chairs can be found in the member portal.

The Adjudicated Events (AE) Committee is responsible for setting the AE 
calendar, interpreting and amending the rules and regulations for adjudicated 
events, approving new adjudicators, selecting music for S&E and Large Group 
lists, overseeing the management of AE sites,  and acting on rules violations.  

G. OMEA Staff
The OMEA staff is made up of hired personnel who provide a variety of services 
to the organization.  The OMEA Executive Director oversees the performance of 
the staff.  Contact information for the staff is available at: http://www.omea-
ohio.org/leadership/index.html

Several members of the staff provide services directly linked to Adjudicated 
Events.  These staff members serve as ex-officio members of the Adjudicated 
Events Committee:

The Director of Technology manages the OMEA website, member and admin 
portals, event registration and performance data. The Director of Technology is 
the primary contact for website, membership, and online registration. 

The Director of  Materials and Awards (OMEA Vendor) supplies  materials to 
event chairs, manages the distribution of awards for S&E and Large Group Events 
and maintains the inventory of supplies.

The Director of Adjudications (Adjudications Coordinator) assigns adjudicators to 
S&E and Large Group Sites, recruits and nominates new adjudicators to the AE 
Committee, and oversees and implements all adjudicator training and evaluation. 
The Director of Adjudications is the primary contact for all adjudicator issues.

http://www.omea-ohio.org/portal/index.html
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H. District and Region Officers 
Each of the seventeen OMEA districts biannually elects a President and Treasurer. 
Similarly, each of the five OMEA regions elects a Region Chair and Treasurer. 
The District Presidents and Region Chairs secure the necessary chairs and sites 
for their district/region adjudicated events and are the primary contact for district/
region business.  The District Presidents and Region Chairs report concerns from 
their membership regarding adjudicated events to the Adjudicated Events Chair at 
three annual meetings.
 
The District and Region Treasurers are responsible for depositing fees and paying 
expenses for adjudicated events.

A complete list of current District and Region officers can be found under the 
leadership menu of the member portal.

I. Mentorship
Many veteran teachers are willing to help a new teacher be successful at 
adjudicated events by answering questions or critiquing performances and 
rehearsals.  A teacher mentor can be an invaluable resource.  It is strongly 
suggested that new teachers seek out a mentor in their area.

A searchable list of approved mentors is available under the resources menu of the 
member portal.

J. Application Procedure
Application for all adjudicated events are made through the online registration 
menu of the member portal.  Only events whose application window is open will 
be seen in this menu at any given time.  Members register their events online and 
then print a summary events form, which is signed by the participating director 
and school administrator and mailed to the event chair with payment. 

K. Deadlines
The deadline for registration of all S&E and Large Events is Saturday midnight, 
28 days prior to the date of the event.  Once this deadline has passed, 
registration will be closed and no further applications will be accepted.  There 
are no extensions or exceptions to this deadline.  For this reason, it is important 
to register early to avoid any complications.

If the deadline falls near the expiration of your NAfME membership, it will be 
important to renew your membership well in advance of the AE deadline. 
Teachers who allow their membership to lapse will immediately lose access to the 
member portal, and it may take a few days to restore that access.  

http://www.omea-ohio.org/portal/index.html
http://www.omea-ohio.org/portal/index.html
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Do not wait until the last minute to renew your membership or register your 
events!

L. Payment of Fees
Payment of Adjudicated Event fees is expected at the time of application either by 
check or school purchase order.  All fees must be paid in full prior to the date of 
the event. Schools with unpaid fees on the date of the event will not be allowed to 
perform.

Furthermore, once the 28-day deadline has passed, fees for all registered events 
must be paid in full.  No refunds will be made. Members who fail to pay fees for 
cancelled events will not be allowed to participate in future events until all fees 
are paid.

Plan ahead and pay your fees on time!



II.Marching Band Adjudicated Events

A. Philosophy
The Ohio Music Education Association provides Marching Band Adjudicated Events to 
assist music teachers in the evaluation of the musicianship of their students, the 
effectiveness of their own teaching methods and the well-being of their overall marching 
band program. These events are designed to provide a sound educational environment, 
which serves as a source of motivation for students to continue musical endeavors.

While the format of OMEA Marching Band Events resembles that of many marching 
band competitive circuits, OMEA events retain the philosophy of the Ohio Music 
Education Association. The primary goal of these events is music education and not 
competition.

When used for their intended purpose, OMEA Marching Band Adjudicated Events can be 
a rewarding musical experience for students, parents, and directors alike.  The 
participating director is responsible for setting the appropriate priorities with students, 
parents and school administration, when deciding to participate in OMEA Marching Band 
Adjudicated Events.

B. The OMEA Marching Band Handbook

The purpose of this book is to provide an instrument to define the standards and 
procedures of adjudication, terminology, philosophy and practice in marching band 
events held under the authority of the Ohio Music Education Association.  This book is 
intended for use by band directors, band staff members, event chairs, and marching band 
adjudicators. 

It is the responsibility of the participating director to know all rules and regulations 
pertaining to OMEA Marching Band Adjudicated Events and effectively communicate 
these rules to all stake-holders including parents, students, volunteers and administrators. 

The marching band handbook, as well as all other information about Marching Band 
Events is available in the Adjudicated Events menu of the member portal.  

http://www.omea-ohio.org/portal/index.html
http://www.omea-ohio.org/portal/index.html


C. Building a Show

1. Instrumentation

OMEA adjudicators will expect proper instrumentation and all parts to be covered 
adequately.  At the very least, coverage of the melodic line, at least one voice of 
harmony, an appropriate counter melodic line and a bass part must be present. 
Contributions will be expected from woodwinds, brass and percussion.  Directors 
are encouraged to alter parts and assignments to suit the ensemble and meet the 
demands of the music. 

2. The Musical Program 

Directors should choose music carefully to make sure that their students can meet 
the requirements of part complexity, music difficulty, endurance and range.  
Careful consideration should be given as to the function of the music chosen.  Is 
the piece appropriate for beginning, the middle, or end of the show?  Consider the 
first and last musical statements that the audience and adjudicators will hear.

Choose music that has a wide variety of tempos, dynamic levels, and 
orchestration. Consider the “marchability” of very fast or very slow tempos. 
Frequent changes in dynamics and voicings will hold the interest of the listener.  
Avoid music that stays at a constant tempo, dynamic level, or orchestration for 
extended periods of time.

The total time of the music should be at least 6 minutes, 30 seconds and no more 
than 9 minutes in length.  The total show time must be at least 7 minutes and no 
more than 11 minutes in length. See the OMEA Marching Band Handbook, pp. 
12-14, for complete details of timing procedures and penalties.

3. The Visual Program

The purpose of the visual program is visually represent the musical program.  
Directors may choose to write their own visual program, contract a drill-writer, or 
use a pre-written drill that accompanies some published marching band music.

The visual program should include a variety of intervals (open, tight) as well as a 
variety of visual textures (linear, block) to give the drill as much visual interest as 
possible.

The velocity of the drill must be considered at all times.  The drill velocity should 
generally match the velocity of the music.  Larger steps must be utilized at slower 
tempos to produce adequate drill velocity.



The visual program should contain a variety of movement that best enhances the 
musical program. Body movement and equipment usage add variety to the visual 
program.

4. Balance of Elements
Directors should strive to visually feature all elements of the ensemble including 
the colorguard, the percussion section and the winds. Similarly, directors should 
strive to musically feature all elements of the ensemble including woodwinds, 
brass and percussion.  Every attempt should be made to secure qualified 
instructors in the areas of colorguard and percussion.  These areas make up a very 
important part of the total band program and require specialized experience and 
instruction. 

D. How OMEA Evaluates Marching Bands

1.	
 An OMEA marching band adjudication panel is comprised of ten judges:
• Two Music Judges
• Two General Effect Judges
• Two Visual Judges
• One Percussion Judge
• Two Auxiliary Judges
• One Timing and Penalties Official (does not need to be an approved OMEA 

adjudicator)

2. The final rating is determined by the average of seven ratings given.  Two music, two 
visual, two general effect, and a combined percussion rating (average of the 
percussion ratings given by each music judge and the rating given by the percussion 
judge) are added together to determine the final rating.  The following chart is used:

I Superior 7-10
II Excellent 11-17
III Good 18-24
IV Fair 25-31
V Poor 32-35

3. In addition to the ten required judges, a field commander judge may be used if 
desired. 

4. The adjudicators evaluate each performing group and provide feedback, using 
recorded and written comments.  Each adjudicator assigns a rating using the OMEA 
five-rating plan.



5.  The ratings given by the auxiliary judges are not calculated into the final rating. The 
colorguard is taken into consideration, however by the General Effect and Visual 
judges.

6. In addition to ratings, local event chairs may choose the option of assigning points to 
determine the ranking of bands.  OMEA uses a 300-point scale for Marching Band 
Adjudicated Events.  100 points are assigned to the areas of Music, Visual, and 
General Effect, respectively.  Points are distributed in the following way:

7. RatinRatings correspond to points, regardless of the total maximum points in the 
following manner:

Judge Music 1 Music 2 Percussion Visual 
Performance

Visual Effect General 
Effect 1

General 
Effect 2

Points 
Possible 90 90 10 50 50 100 100

Calculation 
Method (90+90)/2+10=100(90+90)/2+10=100(90+90)/2+10=100 50+50=10050+50=100 (100+100)/2=100(100+100)/2=100

I Superior 80-100%
II Excellent 70-79.9%
III Good 60-69.9%
IV Fair 50-59.9%
V Poor 40-49.9%



E. Event Timeline

May 1st Registration opens on the member portal. Using your school schedule, 
decide which weekends you will be participating in events.  Be sure to 
consider athletic events and testing dates.

May-August Register for events on the member portal.  Application deadline for 
marching band events is 2 weeks prior to the event.

Two weeks 
before the event

Reserve transportation.  Inform parents and students of departure and 
performance times, admission price, and directions.  Inform parents about 
proper etiquette at Marching Band events. 

Day of the 
event

Arrive at the event at least 90 minutes before your scheduled performance 
time.  
Inspect the performance site and entrance and exit points.
Give students plenty of time to dress and warm-up.  Develop a focus 
exercise to prepare students for performance.
Allow students to view other performances.
Designate representatives to accept awards (drum majors)  

	
 	


F. Critique Option
Many events offer a critique option for the end of the event.  This is an opportunity for 
the staff to sit down and discuss their performance with the adjudicators.  This option is 
strongly encouraged for new directors. Events that use the critique option are marked 
accordingly in the list of Marching Band Events in the member portal.  

G. Assessment
After returning from the event, it is important to take time to review the adjudicators’ 
recordings and sheets.  Choose recordings to share with the students.  Analyze your 
performance and develop strategies for improvement. Be sure to give feedback on 
adjudicator performance.

 

http://www.omea-ohio.org/portal/index.html
http://www.omea-ohio.org/portal/index.html


III. Solo & Ensemble Adjudicated Events

A. A Successful Solo & Ensemble Experience
Chamber music and solo performance can provide some of the most significant and 
rewarding musical experiences.  Directors are encouraged to make this a significant part 
of their high school program. It is important to plan ahead to ensure a positive musical 
experience of all participants. 

See the Solo & Ensemble Checklist at the end of this publication for detailed information 
about planning a successful Solo & Ensemble experience. 

B. Rules and Regulations for OMEA Adjudicated Events
It is the responsibility of the participating director to know all rules and regulations 
pertaining to OMEA Adjudicated Events and effectively communicate these rules to all 
stake-holders including parents, students, volunteers and administrators. 

The OMEA Rulebook as well as all other pertinent information about high school events 
can be found in the member portal of the OMEA Website.  All communication regarding 
OMEA rules must be channeled through the participating director.

C. Registration 
All registration for Solo & Ensemble Events is done through the online registration menu 
of the member portal.  The registration window opens eight weeks prior to the event and 
closes on Saturday, midnight, 28 days prior to the event.  

Once this deadline has passed, registration will be closed and no further applications will 
be accepted.  There are no extensions or exceptions to this deadline.  For this reason, it 
is important to register early to avoid any complications.

If the deadline falls near the expiration of your NAfME membership, it will be important 
to renew your membership well in advance of the AE deadline. Teachers who allow their 
membership to lapse will immediately lose access to the member portal, and it may take a 
few days to restore that access.  

D. High School S&E Repertoire List
All music performed at High School Solo and Ensemble Events must be chosen from this 
approved list.  The music performed determines the classification of the performer.  All 
listed cuts and movement requirements must be used. 

A portion of the list is updated each year, so it is important to check the list each year for 
revisions. A searchable list is available in the Adjudicated Events menu of the member 
portal.

http://www.omea-ohio.org/portal/index.html
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E. Choosing Junior High Repertoire
There is no required list for Junior High Solo & Ensemble, however a suggested 
repertoire list is available on the member portal.  Be conservative with choices for first-
time performers.  The class C pieces on the high school list are excellent choices for more 
experienced junior high performers. 

Instrumentation for junior high ensembles should follow the guidelines included in the 
high school list.  When using flexible instrumentation books, instruments must stay in 
families (woodwind, brass, saxophone).  Directors should strive to maintain traditional 
instrumentation of small ensembles when possible.



IV.Large Group Adjudicated Events

A. A Successful Large Group Experience
The large performing ensemble has maintained its place as the staple of music programs 
throughout the state. Through large group adjudicated events, we can best assess our 
skills as a conductor and diagnostician, as well as our student’s ensemble skills.

Large group events give music teachers the greatest opportunity to assess the 
musicianship of the majority if not all of their students. More than any other, large group 
events can have the most profound effect on teacher growth. 

See the Large Group Checklist at the end of this publication for detailed information 
about planning a successful large group experience.

B. Rules and Regulations for OMEA Adjudicated Events
It is the responsibility of the participating director to know all rules and regulations 
pertaining to OMEA Adjudicated Events and effectively communicate these rules to all 
stake-holders including parents, students, volunteers and administrators. 

The OMEA Rulebook as well as all other pertinent information about high school events 
can be found in the member portal of the OMEA Website.  All communication regarding 
OMEA rules must be channeled through the participating director.

C. Band Adjudicated Events

1. Should I Take My Band To An Adjudicated Event?
Each band participating in OMEA Adjudicated Events should meet certain 
minimum basic requirements. Directors should carefully evaluate the abilities of 
their students and the health of their overall band program when considering 
participating in an adjudicated event.

a) Instrumentation
OMEA adjudicators will expect that all parts are covered adequately by 
the proper instruments.  It is common for substitutions to be made, 
especially for instruments like oboe, bassoon, and French horn.  These 
substitutions, however, should not drastically affect the integrity of the 
music.  Ensembles that are lacking in one or more of the basic 
instrumentation requirements, like clarinet or tuba, should not be taken to 
adjudicated events until proper instrumentation has been restored. 

http://www.omea-ohio.org/portal/index.html
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b) Music Literacy
Students must display competence in basic music literacy.  If the ensemble 
can sight-read Grade 1 to 1 1/2 literature, with note and rhythm accuracy 
as well as proper tone, pitch and expression, then they probably possess an 
adequate level of music literacy to have a successful adjudicated event 
experience.    

2. Choosing repertoire

a) The required music list/classification
Each year, a list of 12 required high school pieces for each of the four high 
school classes (AA, A, B, and C) and approximately 24 junior high pieces 
for the three junior high classes (A, B, C) is assembled and recommended 
to the Adjudicated Event Committee by the Band Affairs Chair and a 
committee of experienced band directors.  Directors must choose one of 
the required pieces to perform at the District level event.  This choice of 
music determines the classification of the ensemble. The required music 
list is available on the member portal.

b) Finding the right class
Selecting music at the appropriate difficulty level is of the utmost 
importance when choosing your program for an adjudicated event.  The 
music should be challenging, yet attainable.  Students must eventually be 
able to master all of the musical elements in the music to achieve the best 
results.  If the ensemble cannot get through the entire piece in the span of 
the first two to three rehearsals, then the music is probably too difficult. 

c) Choosing select pieces
Once the required piece has been chosen and the classification determined, 
it is important to choose select pieces that give you a well-rounded concert 
program.  All ensembles are required to perform three pieces.  It is 
suggested that one piece be a march or chorale.  For the first piece, it may 
be a good idea to select something at an easier level than the rest of your 
program, to allow the students to gain confidence and settle nerves at the 
beginning of the performance. The final piece should be in a contrasting 
style or from a different time period than the required piece.  Avoid 
performing two pieces by the same composer.  A piece on the required list 
from a higher classification may not be chosen as a select piece.  This 
places the ensemble in the higher class.

http://www.omea-ohio.org/portal/index.html
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3. Preparing for Sight-Reading (high school only)
Sight-reading is required of all high school bands, choruses, and orchestras at both 
the district and state levels, and is administered by one adjudicator in a different 
room, immediately following the stage performance.  The sight-reading rating 
accounts for one fourth of the final rating.

a) Counting Systems
Choose a counting system and practice it regularly.  Apply your counting 
system to the repertoire that you choose from the beginning of the school 
year.

b) Scales and Arpeggios
Practice scales and arpeggios during your daily warm-up routine.  Teach 
students to see rhythmic and scalar patterns in the music.  Practice in the 
keys that are required for your classification.  Sight-reading key and meter 
requirements for each class are available on the member portal.

c) Practice Sight-Reading Sessions
Do several practice sessions prior to the event in the format that the 
students will see at the event.  For a detailed description of sight-reading 
procedures, see the Rules and Regulations for OMEA Adjudicated Events, 
pp. 16-17.  Use grade 1 to grade 3 1/2 literature to practice sight-reading.

4. State Adjudicated Events (high school only)
If the ensemble earns a rating of Superior at the district level event, then 
they may participate in the state level event.  A different required piece 
must be chosen from the list to perform at state.  A select piece from the 
District event may not be used as the required piece for the State event.  A 
required piece from the District event may, however, be used as a select 
piece at the State event.  

D. Choir Adjudicated Events

1. Should I Take My Choir To An Adjudicated Event?
Each choir participating in OMEA Adjudicated Events should meet certain 
minimum basic requirements. Directors should carefully evaluate the abilities of 
their students and the health of their overall vocal music program when 
considering participation in an Adjudicated Event.

a) Voice parts
OMEA Adjudicators will expect that all parts be covered adequately with 
proper balance.  High school SATB choruses will be expected to sing in at 
least four parts while SSA and TTB choruses will be expected to sing in at 
least three parts.   
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b) Vocal production
Students must display competence in basic vocal production.  Students on 
all voice parts must be able to match pitch and use proper vowel and tone 
production.  

2. Choosing Repertoire

a) The required music list/classification
Each year, a list of 12 required high school pieces for each of the four high 
school classes (AA, A, B, and C) and approximately 24 junior high pieces 
for the three junior high classes (A, B, C) is assembled and recommended 
to the Adjudicated Event Committee by the Vocal Affairs Chair and a 
committee of experienced choral directors.  Directors must choose one of 
the required pieces to perform at the District level event.  This choice of 
music determines the classification of the ensemble. The required music 
list is available on the member portal.

b) Finding the right class
Choosing music at the appropriate difficulty level is of the utmost 
importance when choosing your program for an Adjudicated Event.  The 
music should be challenging, yet attainable.  Students must eventually be 
able to master all of the musical elements in the music to achieve the best 
results.  If the ensemble cannot get through the entire piece in the span of 
the first two to three rehearsals, then the music is probably too difficult. 

c) Choosing select pieces
Once the required piece has been chosen and the classification determined, 
it is important to choose select pieces that give you a well-rounded concert 
program.  All ensembles are required to perform three pieces. The two 
select pieces should be in a contrasting style from a different time period, 
or in a different language than the required piece.  Avoid performing two 
pieces by the same composer.

3. Preparing for sight-reading (high school only)
Sight-reading is required of all high school bands, choruses, and orchestras at both 
the District and State levels, and is administered by one adjudicator in a different 
room, immediately following the stage performance.  The sight-reading rating 
accounts for one fourth of the final rating.

a) Counting Systems
Choose a counting system and practice it regularly.  Apply your counting 
system to the repertoire that you choose from the beginning of the school 
year.
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b) Pitch recognition systems
Choose a pitch recognition system (Solfege, numbers) and practice it 
regularly.  Choose one of the many fine sight-singing texts that are 
available and use it as part of your daily rehearsal plan.  Sight-reading 
requirements for each class are available on the member portal.

c) Practice sight-reading sessions
Do several practice sessions prior to the event in the format that the 
students will see at the event.  For a detailed description of sight-reading 
procedures, see the Rules and Regulations for OMEA Adjudicated Events, 
pp. 17-18. Most sight-singing texts include exercises appropriate for this.

4. State Adjudicated Events (high school only)
If the ensemble earns a rating of Superior at the District level event, then they 
may participate in the State level event.  A different required piece must be chosen 
from the list to perform at State.  A select piece from the District event may not be 
used as the required piece for the State event.  A required piece from the District 
event may, however, be used as a select piece at the State event.  

E. Orchestra Adjudicated Events

1. Should I Take My Orchestra To An Adjudicated Event?
Each orchestra participating in OMEA Adjudicated Events should meet certain 
minimum basic requirements. Directors should carefully evaluate the abilities of 
their students and the health of their overall string program when considering 
participating in an Adjudicated Event.

a) Instrumentation
OMEA Adjudicators will expect that all parts are covered adequately by 
the proper instruments.  Ensembles that are lacking in one or more of the 
basic instrumentation requirements, like bass or viola, should not be taken 
to Adjudicated Events until proper instrumentation has been restored. 

b) Music Literacy
Students must display competence in basic music literacy.  If the ensemble 
can sight-read Grade 1 to 1 1/2 literature, with note and rhythm accuracy 
as well as proper tone, pitch and expression, then they probably possess an 
adequate level of music literacy to have a successful adjudicated event 
experience.    

2. Choosing Repertoire

a) The required music list/classification
Each year, a list of several required pieces for each of the three classes at 
both the high school and junior high level (A, B, and C) is assembled and 
recommended to the Adjudicated Event Committee by the Orchestra 
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Affairs Chair and a committee of experienced orchestra directors.  
Directors must choose two of the required pieces to perform at the large 
group event.  Both pieces must be from the same classification.  There is 
no High School District level event for orchestras.  This choice of music 
determines the classification of the ensemble. The required music list is 
available on the member portal.

b) Finding The Right Class
Choosing music at the appropriate difficulty level is of the utmost 
importance when choosing your program for an Adjudicated Event.  The 
music should be challenging, yet attainable.  Students must eventually be 
able to master all of the musical elements in the music to achieve the best 
results.  If the ensemble cannot get through the entire piece in the span of 
the first two to three rehearsals, then the music is probably too difficult. 

c) Choosing select pieces
Once the required pieces have been chosen and the classification 
determined, it is important to choose a select piece that gives you a well-
rounded concert program.  All ensembles are required to perform three 
pieces. Make sure your program represents a variety of styles and time 
periods. Avoid performing two pieces by the same composer.  

3. Preparing For Sight-Reading (high school only)
Sight-reading is required of all high school bands, choruses, and orchestras 
at both the District and State levels, and is administered by one adjudicator 
in a different room, immediately following the stage performance.  The 
sight-reading rating accounts for one fourth of the final rating.

a) Counting Systems
Choose a counting system and practice it regularly.  Apply your counting 
system to the repertoire that you choose from the beginning of the school 
year.

b) Scales and Arpeggios
Practice scales and arpeggios during your daily warm-up routine.  Teach 
students to see rhythmic and scalar patterns in the music.  Practice in the 
keys that are required for your classification.  Sight-reading key and meter 
requirements for each class are available on the member portal.

c) Practice sight-reading sessions
Do several practice sessions prior to the event in the format that the 
students will see at the event.  For a detailed description of sight-reading 
procedures, see the Rules and Regulations for OMEA Adjudicated Events, 
pp. 16-17.  Use grade 1 to grade 3 1/2 literature to practice sight-reading.
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V.Creative Events
OMEA offers adjudications for original compositions by students in grades 1-12.  The student’s 
teacher (public or private) must be a member of OMEA in order for the student to participate.  
Arrangements of copyrighted or published material are not permitted.  For complete details about 
Creative Events, see the Rules and Regulations for OMEA Adjudicated Music Festivals, pp. 
18-20.  Applications and deadlines are available on the member portal.



VI.Solo & Ensemble Checklist
Beginning of the school year…

 Make sure your NAfME membership is current and make note of your expiration date.

 Mark both the event dates and the application deadlines on your calendar.  All OMEA Adjudicated 
Events have a 28-day application deadline, even if the deadline falls during a holiday.

8 weeks before the event…

 Distribute an S&E interest form to determine which students will be participating in which types of 
events.  Inform students about possibilities of instrumentation for ensembles.

7 weeks before the event…

 Collect student interest forms.  Make sure each ensemble sets a weekly rehearsal schedule.

 Carefully select music that is within the reach of the students…challenging yet attainable.  High school 
music must be chosen from the current OMEA Solo & Ensemble Required Music List.

 Print an event application from the member portal, reproduce it, and distribute it to all participants.

 Make sure that each soloist has an appropriate piano accompanist.

 Make sure soloists are aware of scale and rudiment requirements.

 Order additional scores for the adjudicators.

5 weeks before the event…

 Collect application forms and fees.

 Enter events into the member portal, print the summary of events form and obtain the proper signatures.

 Secure a check or purchase order to cover all entries.

28 days before the event…

 Deadline for application!  The application window will close at midnight on Saturday.  Send payment 
with the summary of events form to the event chair as soon as possible.  Payment must be received 
before the day of the event.

2 weeks before the event…

 Set a more rigorous rehearsal schedule with each ensemble.  Make sure that each group is prepared.  
Ratings become part of your teaching record.

 Check to make sure you have an adjudicator score for each event and that measures are numbered 
consecutively.  Penalty is one rating!

 Arrange for school transportation if desired.

 Schedules and instructions will arrive from the event chair.  Review instructions carefully.

 Distribute information to students including a performance schedule, directions, behavior expectations 
and a reminder about OMEA’s rule for recording devices and cameras.

The Day of the Event…

 Help each soloist and ensemble prepare to perform.

 Be in the room for each performance!  



 After the performance, review the adjudicator’s comments with the students.

After the Event…

 Complete the Adjudicator Evaluation sent to you by the chair.

VII.Large Group Checklist
Beginning of the school year…

 Make sure your NAfME membership is current and make note of your expiration date.

 Mark both the event dates and the application deadlines on your calendar.  All OMEA Adjudicated 
Events have a 28-day application deadline, even if the deadline falls during a holiday.

 Make sure students and parents are informed about the dates of the event, and participation expectations 
and put the event on the school district calendar.

12 weeks before the event…

 Begin studying scores and listening to recordings of required pieces in the classifications that you are 
considering.  Recordings are available from publishers on-line, on commercial recordings, and from 
several sheet music retailers.

10 weeks before the event…

 Choose a required piece(s) from the list and fill out your program with select pieces.

 Order additional scores for the adjudicators.

8 weeks before the event…

 The registration window opens on the member portal.

 Complete your application on the member portal.  Event chairs will honor time and day requests based 
on the timestamp of registration.  If you need a particular day or time due to conflicts, it is in your best 
interest to register as early as possible.

 Print the summary of events form and secure the proper signatures.  Secure a check or purchase order to 
cover all fees. 

28 days before the event…

 Deadline for application!  The application window will close at midnight on Saturday.  Send payment 
with the summary of events form to the event chair as soon as possible.  Payment must be received 
before the day of the event.

2 weeks before the event…

 Set a more rigorous rehearsal schedule with each ensemble.  Make sure that each group is prepared.  
Ratings become part of your teaching record.

 Check to make sure you have three adjudicator scores for each piece and measures are numbered 
consecutively in each adjudicator’s score.  Penalty is one rating!

 Arrange for school transportation.

 Schedules and instructions will arrive from the event chair.  Review instructions carefully.

 Assign percussion parts and part assignments for band sight-reading (hs only).  Percussion requirements 
and part divisions will be included in the instructions from the local event chair.



 Distribute information to students and parents including a performance schedule, directions, behavior 
expectations and a reminder about OMEA’s rule for recording devices and cameras.

 Hold a pre-event concert.  Invite experienced colleagues to make comments and mark scores.

After the Event…

 Review the adjudicator written and recorded comments.  Share with students as appropriate.

 Complete the Adjudicator Evaluation sent to you by the chair.


